OLD MAN BECOMES MILITARY GENERAL
plained the proposal to them. In France, where there were no Czech prisoners of war, the Czech immigrants, who were principally workmen, declared themselves willing to join the French army against Austria. When they tried to do the same in Russia, the Czar's government declared that this was high treason against the Emperor Franz Joseph, and refused to accept volunteer recruits from the Czech prisoners of war; because, as traitors, they could not be trusted. Then what was right to be done? Emperors support one another even when they are waging war against one another. Only with the downfall of the Czar and when Miljukow, whom I had already known, came into power, did our prisoners of war in Russia get permission to organise as a fighting corps. But as far back as 1914 the Czechs and Slovacks domiciled there formed a special section of the Russian array."
4'You were a civilian. Why didn't the military people do anything about it? There must have been officers of high rank among the war prisoners?"
"No. Austria had little confidence in us and therefore very few Czechs were allowed to rise to important positions in the army or the diplomatic
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